
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB SUMMARY MINUTES 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 2 October 2018 at 3pm in Camden Council Room VIDEOLINKED to 
F82 Hawkshead 

Attendees: 10 members, 5 in attendance, 2 by invitation, 6 apologies 

 

1 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 August 2018 were confirmed as an accurate record of the 

meeting. 

2 NEW PROJECT LICENCE APPLICATION 
The project licence holder was welcomed to the meeting.  It was explained that the applicant had 

recently joined the RVC as a new lecturer and was wanting to transfer the work that she has been 

doing at her previous institute to the RVC so was applying for a new project licence.  There was also a 

scientist in attendance who had been involved in reviewing the application to provide comments from 

ÈɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÚÛɀÚɯ×ÌÙÚ×ÌÊÛÐÝÌȭ 

The project licence holder explained that she had been awarded a grant that would fund the proposed 

work in the project licence.  She had theoretical and technical knowledge of several animal models of 

cardiovascular disease in rodents (rats and mice) and also in zebrafish, which was work that she was 

proposing to continue at the College.  She was also very experienced in carrying out the protocols 

listed in the project licence from her work at the previous institution. 

An overview of the 
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In the work proposed under this licence application the aim was to continue the current work in 

animal models of angiogenesis and cardiovascular diseases, including genetically-altered and wild-
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4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4.1 Lab Animal Workshop plus poster for the workshop (Item 4.1 – August 2018 meeting/item 3.5 

July 2018 meeting) 

This workshop has been scheduled for March 2019.  Two nominees from our AWERB would be put 

forward.  The workshop was intended to help people who have no formal training in Experimental 

Design of Data Analysis but would be required to appraise those elements of PPL applications as well 

as their direct welfare implications. 

The top 3 responses in relation to topics for the poster had been identified.  People were suggested to  
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4.8 Training Records (Item 11 – June 2018 meeting) 

A sample copy of the training folder and the concept behind it would be bought to a future AWERB 

meeting.   

4.9 Refresher training (item 2.2 – April 2018 meeting) 

The refresher training course was still being added to.  Information in relation to the Home Office 

courses was being added.   

5 ANIMAL RESEARCH NEXUS PROJECT 
The attendees from the Animal Research Nexus Project were welcomed and introduced.  They 

explained that this was a research project funded by the Wellcome Trust (2017-2022), which had 

bought together leading researchers on the social and historical dimensions of animal research.  Five 

institutions were involved.  Their work sought to understand the changing nature of these relations 

and obligations through new social and historical research on: 

 The historical relations that forged the shared understandings across scientific practice, 
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updated on the progress in the unit and the steps that were being put in place to continually improve 

the unit.   

7 AMENDED PROJECT LICENCES GRANTED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
AWERB noted that one project licence had been amended since the previous AWERB meeting. 

8 MID TERM REVIEWS 
There had been one mid term review due, however as no work had been done under the project 

licence there was no report to provide.     

9 END OF PROJECT LICENCE REVIEW 
One of end of project review had been received.   

10 SCHEDULE 1 REGISTER REVIEW 
This was being reviewed alongside the assessors review and an updated schedule 1 register would be 

bought to a future meeting. 

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

11.1 AWERB Feedback 

The attendees from the Animal Research Nexus Project asked AWERB members whether there were 

areas that they would like to cover as an AWERB but were unable to do so due to lack of time or for 

other reasons. The following comment was made: 

 Being able to involve more of the technicians who would like to attend these meetings but were 

unable to do so due to work commitments in the Units.  This would be addressed by getting 

technicians to attend on a rotating basis.   

 

The Animal Research Nexus Proect were asked for their feedback on the AWERB meeting: 

 Interesting to see the processes happening and the types of discussions that had been held.  

There was generally a gap in understanding how decisions were made ɬ this helped with that. 

 It was good to see that there was more than one person making the decisions and that there 

was a mixture of view points and people on the Committee. 

 They liked the collaborative nature of the Committee and how discussions were held with 

scientists and how that was an ongoing process.   

 3Rs was a general embodiment in each decision rather than a separate element.   

 The agenda had a lot of variety and the meetings were not just focused on reviewing project 

licences, which could be seen as the primary role of an AWERB.  It had been interesting to see 

how diverse it was.  It was also good to see that sharing of information was encouraged. 

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
This was scheduled for 8th November at 2pm. 

Secretary 

5 October 2018 

 


