
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 27 March 2019 at 2pm  

Present 
Attendees: 10 plus 1 in attendance, 4 by invitation, 7 apologies 
 

1 AMENDMENT TO PROJECT LICENCE 
A project licence holder who was looking to make an amendment to a project licence was welcomed 
to the meeting.  The amendment focused on 3 areas: 
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altering the microbiome mediated the seizure 
threshold hence they wanted to trial this.   
 

x Implantation of osmotic mini pumps for the delivery of a drug in previously implanted 
animals.  This was for chronic administration.   
 

x A new protocol to enable the breeding of transgenic mice to be used under this licence.  Addition 
of this protocol had been advised by the Home Office Inspector as it had proved not possible to 
obtain the transgenic mice that were required. 

 

AWERB discussed the amendment.  They had a query about one of the antibiotics that were to be 
used and asked that this be

med as an accurate record. 

3 MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Item 2: Project Licence discussion (February 2019 meeting) 
A message was being drafted to be posted on the applicable forums to see if anyone was aware 
whether there have been any refinements of IP injections.    

3.2 Item 4.4: PPL refresher training and culture of care workshop (February 2019 meeting) 
This had been discussed and preliminary dates for June were in the process of being arranged.  They 
would also be used to publicise the proposed surgery sessions that would be run for the project 
licence holders with the NACWOs, NVS, Home Office Inspector and the Establishment Licence Holder. 
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3.3 Item 3: Consent forms (13 December 2018 meeting) 
The consent forms had been reviewed and AWERB confirmed that they were happy with them.   

3.4 Item 4: Environmental Enrichment Audit Working Group (13 December 2018 meeting) 
An assessment of what improvements had been made to environmental enrichment over the past 12 
months had been provided for the HOI annual meeting held on 4 March 2019.  The HOI had been 
very positive and happy with what had been provided. 

3.5 Item 11: Schedule 1 Register review (13 December 2018 meeting) 
Quotes had been received but it was looking like the software would be very expensive as it seemed 
that there was no general programme available �t instead each programme had to be customised for 
that institute.  Once a final quote had been received, then the details would be circulated. 

3.6 Item 9.1: Rehoming (30 August 2018 meeting) 
The technicians working on the rehoming would be asked to come to AWERB to do a little report on 
the rehoming programme.  Work was being done to align the processes in Camden and Hawkshead 
as the process should be similar whichever type of animal was rehomed.   

3.7 Item 9: Attending other AWERB meetings (19 July 2018 meeting) 
A fellow London institution had confirmed that they were happy for AWERB members to attend their 
meetings to see how they functioned.   Dates of the meetings have been circulated.  The institution 
also had an open invitation to attend our meetings.      

3.8 Item 4: ARRIVE guidelines (19 June 2018 meeting) 
It was reported that whilst going through and reviewing the draft ARRIVE template and the study 
request forms, it had become clear that this was one small part of a bigger process.  It was therefore 
suggested that the whole process be reviewed to make sure that it was all harmonised and worked 
well and was made more refined.  This was agreed.    

4 UPDATE ON PROJECT LICENCE  
The project licence holders were welcomed to the meeting.  AWERB were reminded that they had 
previously attended AWERB in April 2018 to provide an update on the work being done.  They had 
subsequently submitted an amendment to the project licence in summer 2018.   Following this 
amendment, surgical procedures had been carried out in 3 pigs.  All surgeries had been completed 
with no complications.   

AWERB were reminded that the aim of this project licence was to augment or reconstruct the 
bladder using a segment of vascularised intestine/bowel.  Various refinements to the model had 
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meeting which new priorities that should be focused on.  Initiatives should as Environmental 
Enrichment and dog socialisation and the rehoming programme had all proved successful.   

7 NEW PROJECT LICENCES GRANTED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
AWERB noted that one project licence had been granted by the Home Office since the previous 
AWERB meeting. 

8 STUDY REQUESTS APPROVED 
AWERB noted that one antibody request had been approved. 

9 MID TERM REVIEW 
A mid-term PPL review was noted.  The report had originally been submitted to the Nov 2017 
meeting but as not much work had been done it had been agreed that an update would be provided 
for this meeting.   

10 END OF PPL REVIEW 
An end of PPL review was noted.  The study had aimed to test whether monitoring bird flocks at 
ground level via a moving station was possible without disturbing bird behaviour and welfare. There 
were plans to publish in place.   

11 TRAINING RECORDS 
This item was deferred to the April meeting. 

12 SCHEDULE 1 REGISTER REVIEW 
This item was deferred to the April meeting. 

13 BSU VIRTUAL TOUR


