


RVC – Minutes: AWERB, 1 October 2019  

  2 

external markers on the animals – the intention was to do computational and predictive 

modelling, so eliminating some of the experimental conditions.   

 

 One of the adverse effects mentioned was exercise fatigue. Was there an explicit value used 

to identify exercise fatigue or was it down to researcher interpretation? The project licence 

holder recognised that this was a subjective element: the effect was generally identified by 

slower speed locomotion, lethargic movement or refusal to exercise upon stimulation (such 

as light prodding) by 
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5 INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 

5.1 AWERB Hub Chairs Workshop 
It was noted that the AWERB Hub Chairs had held a workshop in March 2019.  The aim of the 
workshop included sharing and discussing key aspects of the role and operation of an AWERB.   

AWERB would review the report and identify if there were any suggestions in the report that this 
AWERB should implement. 

6 NACWO REPORT 

6.1 Camden report 

6.1.1 Cladding 
The cladding work was progressing but that the work was proving to be very noisy from all the 
drilling.  
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8 ESTATES 

8.1 Hawkshead 

8.1.1 Autoclave/cage wash 
This was still not working.  Tests were being undertaken that week to try to get it to run. 

8.1.2 Pavement 
The pavement by the gate area was very rough and there was concern that people could trip.  
Estates have tried to repair the area. 

8.1.3 H60 dog area and theatre 
Mats had been placed for biosecurity. 

8.1.4 Power outage 
Power outage was scheduled for that weekend which would affect the welfare barn.  Discussions 
were being held with estates to make sure that there was power for the crucial areas. 

9 PROJECT LICENCES AMENDMENTS APPROVED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
AWERB noted that there had been one project licence amendment approved by the Home Office. 

10 PROJECT LICENCES – MID TERM PROJECTS NOT YET RECEIVED 
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14.3 Item 9: Companion Animals query (June 2019 meeting) 
Purchasing a plastic pig was discussed again.  Although they were expensive (over £1000) it was felt 
that this might be a worthwhile investment, particularly as it would avoid having to bring in a 
companion pig.  It was suggested that this could be held as a RP2 enrichment project for a student.  
The projects required an academic to be a supervisor.   

14.4 Item 8.2: Animal Suppliers (June 2019 meeting) 
The questionnaire had been finalised and circulated to suppliers.  A copy of the questionnaire would 
be circulated to AWERB and the responses that were being received. 

15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

15.1 3Rs 
It was agreed that this should be a standing item on the AWERB agenda. It would be an opportunity 
to have a discussion about 3Rs, such as drawing attention to items from the NC3Rs newsletter and 
activities that were being organised.   

15.2 Meeting feedback 
Members were asked for feedback on the meeting and whether any changes were needed on how 
they were organised.  The consensus was that it was felt that the meetings worked well and no 
significant changes were needed. 

15.3 Date of next meeting  
This was scheduled for 5 November at 2pm. 

Secretary, 8 October 2019 


