
Minutes: AWERB minutes 

Status: Chair approved 

Meeting held: 21 November 2017 at 2pm in U5 Camden videolinked to Hawkshead 
Council Room 

Attendees: 9 members present; 1 in attendance; 3 by invitation; 9 apologies sent. 

1 WORKING GROUP UPDATES 

1.1 Environmental Enrichment Working Group 

The majority of the audit forms had been completed in time for the Environmental Enrichment 

Working Group (EEWG) meeting held on 3 November.   

There had been a good discussion about the animals, including recognition of some innovative 

enrichments and some technicians who had shown great commitment in terms of the detail and 

thought that they put into their audit forms. The Group came up with some recommendations for 

many of the animals, which could be used as RVC guidelines for future users of the same species. 

Some recommendations would take little resource to action, but others were noted as requiring 

resource in the future (e.g. from research grants). 

1.2 Sharing Resources Group 

Figures would be circulated highlighting the number of resources that have been shared since the last 

AWERB.   

1.3 Rodent Handling Group 

Tunnel handling was being phased in.  All students, staff and users (particularly new users) were 

being shown tunnel handling as the preferred method of initial capture, followed by cupping of mice. 

It would take a bit of time to introduce this method, as both the mice and the handlers need to learn 

the methods properly. 

2 PROJECT LICENCE PRESENTATION:  
There was a presentation by a project licence holder who wanted to make some changes to his project 

licence.  The purpose of this project licence was: 

1) To target a specific nerve at the level of the organ of interest with minimal surgical intervention,

thereby achieving efficacy with minimal side effects – thereby improving and refining surgical access. 

2) To define and to refine the stimulation or suppression parameters for neuromodulation, thereby

offering personalised, proportionate, and adaptive treatment – thereby improving therapy around a 

specific nerve of interest. 

3) To develop the device itself optimising the structure, material, and architecture of the implantable

devices – thereby developing optimised, personalised, and safe implantable devices and electrodes that 

conform directly to the site of intervention. 
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The project licence had been running for 2 years, and the work had involved assessing the potential of 

neuromodulation, surgical feasibility, and translatability, of this approach
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5.5 Item 5 (October meeting): Refresher training to PPL Holders 

The NVS team had been asked whether they could organise refresher training for PPL Holders.  They 

were looking to get something in place.  It would also include advice 
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and problems that were highlighted by new owners would be monitored with the intention of 

incorporating appropriate training solutions and exposure into the socialisation programme for future 

adoption. 

12 PROJECT LICENCE AMENDMENTS 
AWERB noted that there had been one PPL amendment. 

13 PROJECT LICENCES: END OF TERM PPL REVIEWS 
Following a comment by a project licence holder that he did not know how much information to 

include in these reports, the template had been amended to emphasise that project licence holders 

needed to provide more comprehensive information to allow AWERB to determine what had been 

achieved during the 5 years of research. Any “yes/no” answers would be returned for further 

information. 

14 PROJECT LICENCE MID TERM REVIEW 
There had been one mid-term review of a project licence.  The project licence holder would be asked to 

do another review in a year’s time when more work would have been done under the project licence.   

15 NVS REPORTS 

15.1 Camden 

The NVS report for Camden was noted. 

15.2 Hawkshead 

An update for Hawkshead was received. 

Secretary 

23 November 2017 


